One of the greatest assets of the United States as a world leader is the diversity of the American people in their perspectives, culthe nation's diverse population, however, remain marginalized in their everyday lives and civil rights, have less access to fundamentals (e.g., economic opportunities, education, and health care), and are underserved in a wide range of organizations and programs, including those publicly funded by federal, state, and local authorities. For a democratic society with enormous resources, this is far from an ideal situation for any individual or group. Asian Amerito be left out of full inclusion and participation in many sectors and levels of U.S. society. This special issue of AAPI Nexus provides recommunity life through examples of innovative research methods, data collection, and policies and seeks to guide public and private -pation and access to opportunities to meet their needs.
lations. Not only are they part of the historical development of the United States, but also they are a growing and vibrant part of U.S. society. According to the U.S. Census, single-race Asian Americans grew faster than any other race group in the nation from 2000 to 2010--creased from 10.2 million to more than 14.7 million during that period. Asians in combination with other racial/ethnic groups comprised another 2.6 million, for a total of 17. agencies, organizations, and community advocates to promote underutilized resources and opportunities in education, commerce, business, health, human services, housing, environment, arts, agaffairs, and economic and community development.
eas of focus, that encompass a diverse range of community interests and issues, these include civil and immigrant rights, economic growth, educational opportunities, healthy communities, and sustainable neighborhoods. The pod structure allows the initiative to concentrate its efforts with an issue-based approach while acknowledging the importance of interagency cooperation in devising strategies for outreach and community-government partnerships.
American studies programs, and representatives from federal agencies, this conference focused on addressing gaps in research and practices shared during this event underscored the need for ongoAs a result, two proposed courses of action by AAPI Nexus founding senior editor and UCLA/CUNY Professor Paul M. Ong were to formalize working relationships among university-based -four institutions formed the Asian -port, promote, and conduct applied social science and policy re-2 -and to publish the proceedings of the convening and other issue-related briefs to inform federal policy making. (For more information on the initiative, please see the appendix.)
AAPI Nexus is proud to publish this special issue to coincide convening's theme, we sought out briefs that offered new research --for this special issue are to (1) demonstrate how researchers and practitioners are innovatively overcoming the barriers to identify --tion-oriented and replicable approaches.
Forging the Future for the issue, we envi--3 The dual goal is to provide the information and evidence-based strategies to identify and close -sues in detail, providing better research and data, along with their own analyses and recommendations for improving the lives of for intervention and collaboration, initiate dialogue, and be a catalyst for the collective and coordinated efforts of academics, com-munity organizations, and government agencies (local, state, and federal).
are made invisible, absent from and thus silenced, or inadequately represented or distorted in research, data, programming, and policies. Most importantly, they provide new methods, data, and recommendations for closing the research and data gap in order to -(including sustainable neighborhoods), education, health, and -to this overlooked group. Each section is preceded by an overview in order to set the context for the topic and introduce the briefs, an appendix describing key activities of the initiative to date. This special issue is truly a collective effort and was completed on a strict timeline. AAPI Nexus stepped away from its usual practice of publishing research and policy articles to present new had to be made in regard to submissions. The editors wish to thank the contributors for their innovative work and timely responses, the reviewers (who remain anonymous) for their valuable input in the challenging process of peer review of the submissions, and the section editors for their expertise and help in contextualizing and 
